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Since 1990, adolescent pregnancy (46%) and birth (42%) rates in Michigan have decreased more than the 
U.S. has over the last 16 years.  What is most notable is that Michigan had the 6th best percent of decrease 
out of all states for the period of 1991-2006.1  Even though Michigan has experienced many years of 
successful decline in birth rates, it experienced an increase in 2006 and 2007, just as the U.S. and almost all 
other states did.  The following two charts provide more details about the number of teen pregnancies and 
births in Michigan, as well as corresponding rates. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Pregnancy and Birth 
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Pregnancies: In 2007, 20,094 Michigan teens (10-19) became pregnant accounting for 11.4% of all 
pregnancies to women 10-44 years of age. 
 
Births: 12,678 Michigan teens (10-19) gave birth in 2007 accounting for 10% of all births to women 10-44 
years of age. 
 
National Comparison: From 1991 to 2007, the adolescent birth rate in the United States declined by 
approximately 31%.  In Michigan, the birth rate declined by approximately 42% from 1990-2007.2  Compared 
to all other states, Michigan had the 6th best decrease rate in teen births from 1991-2006. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
Pregnancy and birth rates in Michigan are disproportionately higher for African Americans than any other 
group. Not only are the rates disproportionate for races, there are economic, educational and geographical 
disparities as well. 
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Repeat Births (Additional births to adolescent mothers): 
 

• Nationally, 19.4% of births to adolescents are repeat births.  
• In Michigan, 18.9% of births to adolescents are repeat births. 

 
The percent of births to adolescents that are repeats vary by race/ethnicity.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Costs of Teen Childbearing3 
Costs are associated with negative social and health outcomes for the children of teen parents, 
including poverty, educational attainment, involvement in the criminal justice and/or child welfare 
system and more. In Michigan, teen childbearing cost taxpayers $302 million in 2004. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A child born to an unmarried teen who has not yet completed high school is nine 
times more likely to grow up in poverty. 
 
Children born to teen parents are two times more likely to suffer abuse and/or 
neglect than would occur if their mothers had delayed childbearing.  
 
Less than half of mothers who have a child before they turn 18 ever graduate high 
school.  
 
More than 98 percent of mothers who have children before 18 do not have a college  
degree by age 30. 
 

 

 

Repeat Births and the Cost of Teen Childbearing 
 



 

 

 

4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Even though they account for only 7% of the population in Michigan4, adolescents aged 15-19 
accounted for 42% of Chlamydia and 34% of Gonorrhea cases in 2008. Alarmingly, this age group has 
the highest rate out of any age group in Michigan for both Chlamydia and Gonorrhea. 
 
Nationally, adolescents aged 15-19 account for 34% of Chlamydia and 28% of Gonorrhea cases 
reported in 2007. Chlamydia and Gonorrhea rates continue to increase for 15-19 year olds. Between 
2006 and 2007, the Chlamydia rate increased by 7.7% and the Gonorrhea rate increased by 2.1%.5 
 
 
 

        
 

 

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) 
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The percentage of sexually active 11th graders in Michigan (45.5%) is still significantly lower than the 
national percentage (55.5%).  Since 1999 more students are using condoms and talking to their parents 
about sex and less students are actually engaging in sexual intercourse. 
 
In 2007: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

72% of students have talked with their parents or other adults in 
their family about what they expect them to do or not to do when it 
comes to sex.  
 
42% of students have had sexual intercourse. 

 
Of students who have ever had sexual intercourse, 23% drank 
alcohol or used drugs before their last sexual intercourse. 
 
Of students who had sexual intercourse during the past three  
months, 65% used a condom.  

 
Of students who had sexual intercourse, 21% had a first partner 
who was three or more years older.  
 

 

Sexual Activity 
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Data Resources 
 
Kids Count Data – Michigan (www.milhs.org) 
MDCH – Sexually Transmitted Disease Database (www.michigan.gov/healthstatistics) 
MDCH – Vital Statistics (www.michigan.gov/healthstatistics) 
MDE – Youth Risk Behavior Survey (www.michigan.gov/yrbs) 
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